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The final model used for calibration was based on the MSM with bacteria treatment (Fig. 1C) 
185
To further test whether this assay could be used to distinguish differences in the efficiency of bacterial 186 degradation of crude oil, we tested three strains of bacteria previously isolated from Shell Pond, a 187 petroleum contaminated site in Bay Point, CA (Fig. 2) . and ecological analysis of bacteria screened using the Nile Red assay could lead to new ways to augment 241 these capabilities or to wholly new approaches to bioremediation (Fig. 4) . 
